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Arab Newspapers Coverage of Disability Issues 
A Content Analysis Study of International Day of Disability 

 
Dr. Sahar AL-Khashrami 

Associate Professor of Special Education 
King Saud University 

 

This study aims at analyzing disability news and reports in Arab 
newspapers in the context of the International day of disability, 
which corresponds to December 3rd , 2006.  Fifteen newspapers 
were selected, representing different Arab countries,  four were 
Saudi, five from Gulf States, six from other Arab countries, and 
two pan-Arab newspapers, published in London.  Seven issues 
of each newspaper were analyzed. 
 

The results showed limited coverage of disability topics during 
that international event, and negative images of persons with 
disabilities in Arab newspapers, due to communication gap 
between journalists and special education specialists.  The 
percentage of articles concerning people with disability, in the 
study, was limited compared with news reports.  No 
newspapers’ initiatives were reported which might lead to 
positive ideas, or public attitudes change towards disabled 
persons. 
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